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George Orwell: British Author & Journalist
· 1903-1950
· Born in ___________________________
· At that time India was a part of the British Empire, and Blair's father, Richard, held a post as an agent in the Opium Department of the Indian Civil Service. 
· The Blair family was not very wealthy - ____________________________________________________________________________ They owned no property, had no extensive investments; they were like many middle-class English families of the time, totally dependent on the ________________________________ for their livelihood and prospects. 
· Noted as a novelist and critic, as well as a __________________________________________
· One of the most widely admired English-language _____________________ of the 20th century
· Best known for two novels critical of totalitarianism in general, and Stalinism in particular:
·  ____________________________________ 
· ____________________________________
His Beliefs:
· Orwell was a person who had __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· This “____________________________” position often led him to oppose the crowd.
· Orwell’s beliefs about politics were affected by his experiences fighting in the ___________________________________.
· He viewed _____________________________________________ as repressive and self-serving.
· He was skeptical of _________________________________ to forsake ideas in favor of power.
Why Animals?
· In explaining how he came to write Animal Farm, Orwell says he once saw a ______________________________________________________________ and later he wrote, 
· “It struck me that if only such animals became aware of their strength we should have no power over them, and that men exploit animals in much the same way as the rich exploit the [worker].”
George Orwell in India:
· He was born in _______________________________ and spent his early years there since his father held a post there. 
· He was a lonely boy who liked to make up stories and talk with imaginary companions.
· ___________________________________________, he worked for the Imperial Police in British occupied India.

What is Animal Farm?
· _________________________________________________, Animal Farm is a tale of ______________________________ individuals who long for freedom but ultimately are corrupted by assuming the very power that had originally oppressed them. 
· The story traces the __________________________________________________ who can speak and who exhibit many ___________________________________ characteristics. After extreme negligence by their owner, the animals ______________________________ and expel Mr. Jones and his wife from the farm. 
· The tale of the society the animals form into a totalitarian regime is generally viewed as __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Significance Today
· But why – now that Soviet Communism has fallen and the Cold War is over –does Animal Farm deserve our attention? The answer lies in the power of ____________________________. Allegorical fables, because they require us to make comparisons and connections, _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ The story of Animal Farm will always have lessons to teach us about the ways that _________________________________________________________________.
· Orwell's ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ is as fresh and relevant today as when it was first published in 1945.

Children’s Book? – No!
· After Animal Farm was published in __________________________________, George Orwell discovered with horror that booksellers were placing his novel on children’s shelves. According to his housekeeper, he began traveling from _____________________________________________________ requesting that the book be shelved with ____________________________________________. This dual identity — as ______________________________________________________ — has stayed with Orwell’s novel for more than fifty years. 

The Fable
· The fable is one of the _____________________________________ - much, much older than the novel or the short story. A fable is ______________________________________________________________________. The earliest fables still preserved date back to 6th Century Greece B.C.E. The author of these fables, _____________________________________, used animal characters to stand for human "_____________________." For example, a fox character might embody the human characteristics of _________________________________________. Though Aesop's animal fables were ostensibly about animals, they were really instructional tales about human emotions and human behavior. 
Allegory
· Most fables have ________________________________ levels of meaning. On the surface, the fable is about ______________________________. But on a second level, the animals stand for_________________________________. The way the animals interact and the way the plot unfolds says something about the nature of people or the value of ideas. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________is called an allegory. 

Allegory (cont’d)
· Animal Farm is strongly ______________________________, but it presents a very nice balance between __________________________________________. On the first level, the story about the animals is very moving. You can be upset when Boxer is taken away by the horse slaughterer without being too aware of what he stands for. But at the same time, ____________________________________________________________________________________. The story's second level involves the careful critique Orwell constructed to comment on _______________________________________________________________________. 

Allegory (cont’d)
· Yet there is no reason that allegory must be limited to two levels. It is possible to argue that Animal Farm also has a ________________________________________________________________________________________ For instance, the _______________________ need not only represent specific tyrannical soviet leaders. They could also be symbols for ______________________________________________: their qualities are therefore not simply the historical characteristics of a set of actual men but are the qualities of all leaders who rely on ________________________________________________. 

Satire
· In a ______________________, the writer attacks a serious issue by presenting it in a ridiculous light or otherwise poking fun at it. Orwell uses satire ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. Thus, the novel tells a story that people of all ages can understand, but it also tells us a second story— __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When History and Literature Merge
· Critics often consider Animal Farm to be an ____________________________ of the _____________________________________. In the early 1900s, Russia’s Czar Nicholas II faced an increasingly discontented populace. Freed from feudal serfdom in 1861, ___________________________________________________ were struggling to survive under an oppressive government. By 1917, amidst the tremendous suffering of World War I, ________________________________ In two major battles, the Czar’s government was overthrown and replaced by the __________________________________________________________________________. When Lenin died in 1924, his former colleagues __________________________________________________, hero of the early Revolution, and ____________________________________________ head of the Communist Party, struggled for power. Stalin _________________________________________________________________, and he deported ______________________________________________.


Vocabulary List:
	Chapter 1: cynical, dissentient, enmity, ensconce, plaited, benevolent, 	abolish

	Chapter 2: apathy, gambol, preeminent, tormentors

	Chapter 3: acute, conceive, cryptic, maxim, principle

	Chapter 4: contemptible, flogging, ignominious, impromptu, irrepressible, 	tractable, perpetual

	Chapter 5: articulate, disinterred, innovate, liable, manifest, pretext, procure, 	publican, restive

	Chapter 6: arable, malignity, toil, indignation, solicitor, intermediary

	Chapter 7: attribute, capitulate, categorically, countenance, graphically, 	incited, retribution, cower

	Chapter 8: censure, conciliatory, contrive, machinations, rash, skulk, 	unscathed, cunning, liberal

	Chapter 9: complicity, demeanor, superannuated, knacker, spontaneous

	Chapter 10: inebriate, morose, subsist, taciturn
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